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Brussels:  Mr. Bertrand Deprez, visiting the United States from Brussels , spent two days in Sacramento to learn more about the Californian trends in politics and business with regard to “green” issues. As head of a European think tank, which audience includes European influence leaders, 'Eurocrats', academics, political leaders and their staffers, business leaders, as well as diplomats from EU member states, he provides this clients from the public and private sectors with research, analysis and political strategy advice in areas like low carbon economy and energy efficiency (particularly in the context of the building sector and sustainable development). With the newly gained knowledge Mr. Deprez wants to develop a thematic program and plan events that would help to stimulate the convergence of related policies in both the European Union and the United States . 
This business stay in Sacramento started with a meeting with J.D. Stack, the Director of Program Development and Grants, and Ingrid Rosten, Executive Director CleanStart, of the Sacramento Area Regional Technology Alliance (SARTA). This meeting was not only attended by Mr. Deprez but also by a staff member of the NorCalWTC.  SARTA's vision is to develop the Sacramento region into a nationally recognized center of technology and technological innovation, as evidenced by a significant number of technology companies growing, developing and prospering in the region. 
Mr. Stack and Ms. Rosten explained California ’s and especially Sacramento ’s efforts in the area of “green” development and illustrated their own work within the scope of their SARTA programs “Clean Start”, the “McClellan Technology Incubator” and the “Leadership Series”. Their aim is to accelerate the development of clean energy technology ventures within the Greater Sacramento Region and to assist emerging businesses in the technology sector with an emphasis on job creation for the region. Mr. Stack also delivered insight into the upcoming Governor elections and what impact they could have on the future legislation in terms of ‘green’ development. The dialog partners concluded their meeting with the unisonous position that a technological advance in the area of sustainable energy is visible but there is still a lot to be done also according to the collaboration of the United States and the European Union. 
In the afternoon, Mr. Deprez was invited to visit the State Capitol before he attended a meeting with Ed Randolph, the Chief Consultant of the Assembly’s Utilities and Commerce Committee. The day was finalized with a meeting with the Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD). 
The second day was no less eventful as the first one for Mr. Deprez. Early in the morning he met Ms. Angela Sheppard of the Green Capitol Alliance to discuss their efforts to make their growing clean technology sector a defining feature of our economy and making the six-county Sacramento region a leader in sustainability. This meeting was followed by a conference call with Mr. Jared Blumenfeld of the San Francisco Department of the Environment. The call emphasized on affordable technologies of renewable energies and the economic viability of renewable energies quality control evaluation. The afternoon was filled by an informational meeting with the Environmental Protection Agency on Climate change and green building.   
Mr. Deprez concluded his visit in Sacramento with a sportive highlight as he wanted to experience a real American “stadium adventure”: He attended a basketball game featuring the Sacramento Kings versus the Chicago Bulls. 
Russia :  The Northern California World Trade Center hosted a one-day program for a six-person delegation from Russia . The delegates’ professional backgrounds are in natural resources, waste management, communal services and environmental safety. Their local programming revolved around waste management and recycling. 

The programming day, November 18, began at the hotel where the delegation was greeted by Jennifer Bailey , their World Trade Center programmer. After, the delegates proceeded to their first meeting scheduled with Dana Stokes who is the Local Assistance Market Development California Integrated Waste Management Board. The California Integrated Waste Management Board is the State agency designated to oversee, manage, and track California 's 92 million tons of waste generated each year. The Board promotes a sustainable environment where these resources are not wasted, but can be reused or recycled in partnership with all California . In addition, the Board promotes the use of new technologies for the practice of diverting California 's resources away from landfills. During their meeting, the delegates were given an in depth presentation about the board’s responsibilities, operations and accomplishments and participated in a professional dialogue with the organization’s officers. 

The delegation’s next stop was at the State Capitol, where they were given a VIP tour of the Capitol and its history. Among the official historical information, the guide pointed out some of the fun facts about the Capitol, such as the different colors of the carpet on the Assembly and Senate floors. 

Next thing on the delegation’s schedule was a meeting with Paul Philleo, the Department Director for County of Sacramento Waste Management/Recycling . The organization is responsible for maintaining a waste management system for residents and businesses in the unincorporated area of Sacramento county including: garbage recycling and collection services for residences; garbage disposal and recycling facilities; recycling programs. Mr. Philleo drove the delegates in one the organization’s vans for a tour through the Kiefer Landfill. While on the tour, Mr. Philleo answered the delegates questions about garbage management and provided them with detailed on the spot information about the work and duties performed at the Kiefer Landfill and how the organization serves the state and the local community. 

After their meeting with Mr. Paul Philleo, the delegation was taken to Sacramento International Airport from which they flew to their next destination – Denver , Colorado . During their time in the Sacramento region, the delegates were exposed to a wealth of professional experience from the officers of local waste management organizations. The delegates’ stay in the Sacramento area was a professional success and was a valuable addition to their three-week mission to the US . 

U.K. :  On November 23, Mr. O’Flaherty of the U.K. visited Sacramento for several meetings. Mr. O’Flaherty is the Foreign Affairs Analyst in the Parliamentary Resources Unit of the United Kingdom . In the afternoon, the U.K. delegate met with Jack O'Connell who is widely regarded as one of California 's foremost authorities on world trade, global economic trends, and the internationalization of the Golden State 's economy. In addition to his private consulting practice, Mr. O’Connell holds the position of International Trade and Economics Advisor at the University of California Center in Sacramento , where he lectures and organizes workshops and seminars designed to keep California 's policymakers informed of the latest developments in world trade and their effect on California 's economy. In addition to his meeting with Mr. O’Connell, Mr. OFlaherty was given a VIP tour of the Sacramento State Capitol and attended meetings with Mr. Peter Hansel, Staff Director of the Senate Health Committee and Mr. Christian Griffith, Chief Consultant of the Assembly Budget Committee. 

Europe:  On November 16th, a delegation from Europe was in Sacramento for a very al program that focused on the role of public-private partnerships in reconstructing economies. The groups visit was important because they were able to attend a meeting at McClellan Air Force Base. This is significant because it is just months after the Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger announced that he supported the McClellan Air Force Base being transferred to Sacramento County . The transfer of the 62 acres is a perfect example of how public-private partnerships can be beneficial.  They specifically discussed the transfer of this parcel of property from the Air Force Base to the County and then in turn it is being transferred to private companies. They also discussed the cleanup and redevelopment that is taking place as a result. From Sacramento County , it will be transferred to a private company that will begin the clean-up process and finish it three years ahead of the scheduled date. 

Japan:  Two delegates from Japan arrived in Sacramento in October for a special ten-day program on the function of state government. Their first meeting, fittingly, took place at the California State Capitol with Mr. Darren Chesin, Chief Consultant Senate Elections, Reapportionment and Constitutional Amendments Committee. They discussed an overview of the legislative process and the structure of California government. Their second meeting at the Capitol was with Mr. Peter Detwiler, Staff Director Senate Local Government Committee on the functions of local and state government, and their fiscal and service delivery relationships. After their meetings at the state capitol, the delegates were taken on a VIP tour of the capitol. 

The next day, the group continued meetings at the Capitol. For lunch that day, the group was invited to eat and talk with Professor Brian Landsberg of the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge School of Law. Professor Landsberg worked for the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil Rights Division, from 1964 to 1986. He has been a Professor at McGeorge School of Law since 1986, working their programs in countries all over the world as well 

While they were in Sacramento , the group also met at the Energy Efficiency Center at UC Davis to learn about the West Village Green Technology Project. At full build-out, West Village will be an approximately 220-acre new mixed-use district integrating student, faculty and staff housing and educational facilities, all centered on a civic village square. It will incorporate affordable housing in a neighborhood setting, strengthen on-campus involvement, and create a distinctive place to live in a pedestrian-oriented, bike-friendly environment 

The delegates also had a meeting with the City of Sacramento ’s Economic Development Department. The primary role of the Economic Development Department is to market and facilitate private investment within the City of Sacramento in accordance with established economic development priorities and adopted land use plans and policies. 

The delegates met with Mr. Stephen Mayberg, Director of the Department of Mental Health to discuss the State’s long-term care program, which consists of five state hospitals and two psychiatric programs. In addition, the group met with Mr. Mark Prestwich, Special Projects Manager of the City of Sacramento to discuss the role of the city counsel and the Mayor in Sacramento . 

Czech:  A group from the Czech Republic came to Sacramento for a one day program on October 29 about new approaches in energy efficiency/sustainable building technologies. After their VIP tour of the California State Capitol, the group attended meetings with the Energy Committee to discuss energy policy and legislation effecting businesses in the region. In the afternoon, they met with the Center For Energy Efficiency and Renewable Technologies. The Center for Energy Efficiency and Renewable Technologies (CEERT) is a partnership of major environmental groups and private-sector clean energy companies.  They design and fight for policies that promote global warming solutions and increased reliance on clean, renewable energy sources for California and the West. After this last meeting Mr. Sheers, the Centers Research Coordinator, was kind enough to follow up with the group members individually and send them more information on renewable portfolio standards. 

Australia :  A group of delegates from Australia was here for a special two-day visit at the end of October. Their program was called Safeguarding Our Future: Combating Climate Change, Managing Water and Scientific Cooperation. Their first meeting in Sacramento was with SMUD. SMUD's purpose is to provide solutions for meeting their customers' electrical energy needs. Their vision is to be a leader in customer satisfaction and a positive force in promoting community benefits. As the sixth largest publicly owned utility in the country in terms of customers served, their innovative energy programs are known throughout the state, nation and world. As the sixth largest publicly owned utility in the country in terms of customers served, SMUD’s innovative energy programs are known throughout the state, nation and world. SMUD's purpose is to provide solutions for meeting our customers' electrical energy needs. Their vision is to be a leader in customer satisfaction and a positive force in promoting community benefits. 
The delegates also met at the California Energy Commission to discuss renewable energy, efficiency and climate change. While traveling, the group was impressed by how interested many people were in the renewable energy sources. 

During their second day in Sacramento , the group met with high-powered business such as Chevron and PG&E. With Chevron, they discussed the US EPA endangerment finding for greenhouse gas emissions and views on the different climate bills being progressed through the Senate and Congress as well as Chevron’s view on the proposed Australian emissions trading scheme as well as the impact of energy efficiency improvements. 

NEA:  From October 18- October 20 the NEA group made a special visit to Sacramento to attend meetings and discover more about the topic Grassroots Civic Engagement. The group, which had 15 members, started their stay in Sacramento with a cultural day in which they were able to visit Old Sacramento and other Sacramento-area attractions. The group started their meetings in Monday morning at the Sacramento Bee offices with Mr. Stephen Magagnini, the Senior Writer in Ethnic Affairs and Race Relations. The Sacramento Bee is one of the oldest, largest, and best known newspapers in the Sacramento region. 

Later that day, the group continued their meetings at the Sac State LegiSchool Project with Ms. Megan Thorall, the LegiSchool Project Coordinator. The LegiSchool Project is a civic education collaboration between California State University , Sacramento , and the California State Legislature, administered by the Center for California Studies. The project’s mission is to engage young people in matters of public policy and state government by creating opportunities for students and state leaders to meet and share ideas on the problems affecting Californians. 

Next, the group met with Mr. Bill Camp, the Executive Secretary of the Sacramento Central Labor Council. The mission of the Sacramento Central Labor Council is to build a more just, equitable and democratic society. To improve the economic well being of workers and their families, they are committed to change the Amador, El Dorado , Nevada , Placer, Yolo, and Sacramento County Labor movement to focus resources on organizing the unorganized and to enhance union capacity to organize. In their meeting, they specifically talked about giving people a union and engaging them in the society and politics of the world. They have been increasing the benefits of janitors and women to ensure that everyone is taken care of. They also spoke of pushing Senator Diane Feinstein to push labor on a bill. The Sacramento Central Labor Council wants to be able to work with local, state, and national governments to help make sure that their workers are supported. 

On Tuesday, the group received a special VIP tour of the state capitol and then had a meeting to discuss the California Ethnic Legislative Caucuses. They met with Mr. Andrew Medina of the California Asian Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus, Mr. Opio Dupree of the California Legislative Black Caucus, and Mr. Gilbert Martinez of the California Latino Legislative Caucus. This meeting allowed the group to focus on how grassroots movements can gain political respect through the State Legislature. 

Lastly, the group headed over to Sacramento City College where they met with Professor Riad Bahhur, IVLP coordinator and professor of history. The group participated in a mutually beneficial exchange with the students both in the classroom and during lunch. 

Overall, the group had a very busy and product three days in Sacramento where they were able to exchange info rmation and knowledge with different businesses and leaders in the Sacramento region. 

Pakistan :  The 20 delegates from Pakistan , whose trip focused on the topic “Emergency Management and Disaster Relief”, started their one day program in Sacramento with a Private tour of the Legislative Chambers and historic rooms of the State Capitol. As the visitors spend their whole day in the Sate Capitol, they attended a meeting right after that with the Staff of the California Emergency Management Agency, which is a cabinet-level agency responsible for overseeing and coordinating emergency preparedness, response, recovery and homeland security activities within the state. Later that day an appointment with Mr. Ed Vasques, Assistant Chief, of the Sacramento Fire Department took place. The Sacramento Fire Department is the sponsoring agency for California Urban Search and Rescue Task Force 7, one of 28 Urban Search and Rescue (US&R) Task Forces in the nation and one of eight in California .  The participants got an introduction to the work of the US&R Task Forces, which includes a range of events from terrorism incidents to local rescue needs. Afterwards specialties of the California Task Force 7, like collapse rescue, heavy rigging, and logistics, were discussed along with other topics like training events and rescue tools and equipment. 

Europe :  Six high-level journalists from Europe - all experienced in reporting on climate change and green technology – took part in the Green Technology Reporting Tour, which brought them for a one day program to Sacramento .  Their first meeting of the day was with Ms. Miki Crowell of the California Energy Commission. Later that morning the European delegates discussed in Commissioner Rosenfeld’s Office with Mr. Bill Pennington, Office Manager, and Ms. Martha Brook, Senior Mechanical Engineer, the Topic “Energy Efficiency and Green Technology”. The afternoon’s program took place in the State Capital starting with a VIP Tour of the Legislative Chambers and historic rooms of the State Capitol. Following the journalists met Ms. Kellie Smith of the Senate Energy, Utilties and Communications Committee. Their conversations focused on the Subject “Energy efficiency and smart grid issues”. 

Hungary :  The delegation from Hungary was composed of two people who work in the fields of journalism and social work in Hungary . Their program on human and civil rights focused on migrant field workers and rural community challenges. The group had meetings at Congresswoman Matsui’s office and Sacramento State University with the program CAMP. CAMP is a unique educational program that helps students from migrant and seasonal farm worker backgrounds succeed at Sacramento State University . CAMP assists transition from high school to college and offers first-year support services to develop the necessary skills to graduate from college. They also had a meeting with the California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation about providing representation for families living in rural areas. The California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation provides no-cost legal representation, community outreach and educational workshops. As a special cultural activity, the group attended the California State Fair. 

France :  Jerome Payoux, the Regional Director of FDSEA Farmers Organization in France came to Sacramento for a program on renewable energy technologies and sustainable agricultural practices. Mr. Payoux met with Martin Burger, the Research Manager for the Sustainable Agriculture Farming Systems Project (SAFS). The SAFS is located at the Russell Ranch Facility near UC Davis and has 1500 acres on which they conduct experiments assessing the sustainability of different cropping systems.  

Mexico :  One delegate from Mexico , Mr. Joel Ibarra, came to Sacramento for a program focusing on air pollution and quality control, environmental protection laws, federal and local approaches to environmental hazards and toxic waste regulations in California . Mr. Ibarra has a background as an Environmental Consultant at the Inspection and Monitoring Institute of Ecology in Mexico . Mr. Ibarra had meetings at the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District with Mr. Larry Greene, two time president of the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association which represents air quality issues for the 34 California Districts. Mr. Greene now serves on the National Association of Clean Air Agencies. Mr. Ibarra also met with the director of the UC Davis Air Quality Research Center, Mr. Anthony Wexler. Mr. Wexler is the co-director of a new $8 million research grant to study air pollution in the San Joaquin Valley where bad air is responsible for the nation’s highest rates of asthma in children. In addition to his busy meeting schedule, the delegate attended a special cultural event, a hospitality dinner with a Sacramento family. 

Poland :  A delegation of Young Sejm Deputies came from Poland to Sacramento for a special program on local and state governments, women in public and political American life, decision-making processes, and US regulatory practices concerning energy and the environment. The group spent the day at the Capitol where they had a meeting with Mr. Jack Hailey from the Senate Committee on Human Services. Mr. Hailey is not only the staff director for the committee, but he also works on children’s issues such as early education and childcare, child welfare and foster care. Furthermore his work is concerned with government efforts to reduce poverty. During the second half of the day, the delegation had meetings in the State Capital, with Ms. Adrienne Alvord of Senator Pavley’s office and discussed California ’s legislative and regulatory efforts concerning energy and the environment. A conversation on the relationship between the executive and legislative branches and how their interaction affects policymaking at the state level was held with Ms. Traci Stevens. Later that day the delegates were also taken on a special VIP tour of the State Capitol that showed them the Legislative Chambers and historic Capitol rooms. 

South Korea :  Mr. Song Min Jin and Mr. Sewon Lee, both reporters in South Korea , visited Sacramento for a special one-day program on politics-journalism cooperation and competition. They spent the morning in the State Capitol where they were able to meet the Chief of Staff and Former Press Secretary, Mr. Adam J. Keigwin. They discussed the role of traditional and new media in politics and how media relations are managed in Senator Leland Yee’s office. The delegates also met the City of Sacramento ’s Public Information officer later that day. Within a private tour of the Legislative Chambers and historic rooms of the State Capitol the visitors got a closer insight in the history and the work of the Capitol. 

In the afternoon Mr. Jin and Mr. Lee were right back in their element when they attended a meeting with Mr. John Howard, the Managing Editor of the Capitol Weekly Group, which publishes Capitol Weekly, a newspaper that addresses topics of politics and policy in the California government.  

China :  Eight delegates from China visited Sacramento for an intense one day visit with a unique program on social service administration. Their meetings focused specifically on social welfare, nursing homes, disabled seniors, social welfare institution, training for social workers and American Society and Culture. After a Overview of the County Social Services Administration given by Frank Mecca and Cathy Senderling-McDonald, both members of the California Welfare Directors Association, the group attended six meetings at the California Department of Social Services dealing topics like adult programs, CalWORKs program, the Food Stamp program, Children & Family Services, and the Community Care Licensing program. 

Fall 2009: 
Mrs. Anoush Der Boghossian: Press and Information Officer, World Trade Organization:  The Northern California World Trade Center hosted Mrs. Anoush Der Boghossian, press and info rmation officer from the WTO. The program focused on the difficult, economical situation of the state of California , as well as adopted trade policies.

Public-Private Partnerships at the State Level, Germany:  The German delegation discussed public-private partnership in the State of California , at policy level meetings and with university academics, enriching them with their relevant development activities.

The Agriculture Supply Chain, Marketing & Food Retailing Strategies. A Project For India:  A delegation from India came to Sacramento to gain a deep insight into the agriculture supply chain, marketing and food retailing strategies. They visited ports, grocery stores, warehouses, and attended meetings at UC Davis. 

Food Safety, Japan :  A delegation from Japan arrived in Sacramento to examine the U.S. food safety regulatory system. Their stay proved to be educational because of their visits to Fully Belly Farms, Salad Cosmo and the California Rice Community. 

International Trade, China :  The Northern California World Trade Center arranged an intensive one-day program for a Chinese delegation. The visitors discussed the role of California State Commissions in national development. They also had meetings at the Capitol to focus on California ’s environmental standards for renewable energy and California ’s plan for natural gas imports. 

Leadership Networking for Young Activists, South East Asia:  A South East Asian delegation visited Sacramento to discuss economic development.  The delegation had the opportunity to enjoy a “pleasant visit” at the State Capitol where they met with legislators to discuss state government and the power of the state. 

Learning about State Government, Humphrey Fellows:  The Northern California World Trade Center arranged a one-day program at the State Capital to focus on the California State Government. The visitors discussed government structure and the relationship between the federal, state and local government with the Chief Consultant, Mr. Jack Hailey. 

Emergency Management and Response, Kyrgyz Republic Another one-day intensive project for the city of Sacramento ! This time a Kyrgyz delegation came to the Capital to explore some of the State’s best practices in emergency management planning and response.  They had a meeting that provided insight into the Governor ' s Office of Emergency Services and the Governor ' s Office of Homeland Security. 

NGOs and Civic Activism, South America :  What happens when a minority group is struggling to be part of a society that used to be its own?  Sixteen visitors from Latin America came to Sacramento to investigate the current situation of the American Indian populations, nationally and in California . They developed a deep insight of both the historical and cultural background of the Native Americans and the legal and political relationship with Indian tribes. 
Le Corre- Gabens Nelly , France :  Ms. Nelly Micheline Le Corre-Gabens is an expert in policy at the French Chambers of Agriculture. During her visit in Sacramento, she focused on issues related to biofuel production, air resource management and energy performance, all while gaining a better understanding  of the role of Californian farms and rural community in sustainable agriculture. 

From Venezuela to Vietnam the NorCal wtc recently hosted 2 large delegations, which brought over 25 participants to our region:  
On August 18th Sacramento was host to 2 separate international delegations programmed by the Northern California World Trade Center . The first, a Leadership group of young activists from all over South East Asia , met with Matt Mahood, President and CEO of the Sacramento Metro Chamber of Commerce, to discuss economic development in the region through the collaborative Partnership for Prosperity Program.  Following the meeting with Mr. Mahood, the delegates from South East Asia spent the remainder of their day at the capitol where they were able to meet with a younger group of state legislators like Assemblymember Fiona Ma (D, San Francisco ) and (D, Los Angeles ) to discuss California state government and the legislature. 

  

The second group of delegates were visiting the Sacramento region from South America.  The South American delegation focused on the unique legal and political relationships with Native Americans and how they are represented and protected in not only California , but throughout the United States . Their meetings spanned from the Law Offices of Frederick Peebles and Morgan, where they discussed various cases of tribal advocacy cases to meeting with the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Native American Heritage Committee.  Their day ended with a VIP tour of the State Capitol with Spanish tour guide. 

