[image: image1.jpg]WORLD TRADE CENTER

Northern California





NEWS RELEASE





    
For more information, contact
For Immediate Release




                
Michael Faust, 916-321-9115
March 16, 2011



                
    
    
mfaust@norcalwtc.org









    
Talley Sergent, U.S. Dept. of State 










     
202-288-3124, sergentrt@state.gov
International Visitors Leadership Program

 100 Women: Empowering Women and Girls through Exchanges 

U.S. Department of State’s “100 Women Initiative” Travels to Sacramento - 
Emerging Women Leaders from East Asia and Pacific to Collaborate with American Counterparts

As part of the U.S. Department of State’s “100 Women Initiative: Empowering Women and Girls through International Exchanges,” 16 women from East Asia and Pacific will meet with their American counterparts in Sacramento to collaborate and coordinate on ways to empower all members of society, especially women and girls.  The 100 Women Initiative builds on Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton’s vision of “smart power diplomacy,” which embraces the use of a full range of diplomatic tools – in this case international exchanges – to bring people together and foster greater understanding among people and cultures. 

These 100 Women hail from every region of the globe and are leaders in academia, business, civil society, government, law enforcement, media, and the private sector.  They have displayed a long-term commitment to empowering members of their communities, including women and girls.  

This International Visitor Leadership Program marks the historic accomplishments of women and provides opportunities for the participants to network and share insights with their U.S. counterparts and with each other. Before visiting Sacramento, the group met with Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton and senior State Department officials during meetings in Washington, D.C., followed by meetings in New York City with UN Women.  The women then split into smaller regional groupings and fanned out across the country.  As part of its participation in this special initiative, the Northern California World Trade Center is hosting the East Asia and Pacific Women Leaders Group from March 20-22nd of 2011 in the greater Sacramento region. 

Their program in Sacramento will focus on transparency in government, state regulation and woman in politics. Planned activities for the East Asia and Pacific Women Leaders group include meeting with:
· The California State Assembly Committee on Accountability and Administrative Review to discuss the committee’s role in government state planning.

· The Office of Inspector General (OIG) to discuss the mission, operations, and challenges the OIG faces in overseeing a large government system, and the effect its work has on public trust in state government.

· The Sacramento Bee to discuss the transparency in media, particularly in state politics.
· The group will be introduced on the floor of the California State Senate chambers and will have the opportunity to observe session, followed by a reception with the Women’s caucus, hosted by the Honorable Senator Corbett. 

Following their visit in Sacramento, the East Asian and Pacific women will rejoin their global colleagues for the program’s conclusion in San Francisco, where the group of 100 women will map out plans for a legacy project in support of empowering future generations of women and girls.  

Established in Sacramento in 1996, the Northern California World Trade Center (NorCalWTC) is Northern California's premier international business organization. The NorCalWTC facilitates global trade and business activities by bringing together international and local business within its  48 county regional coverage. Program participants benefit from valuable international business training, global connections, and customized resources to meet their demands. A non-profit membership organization, The NorCalWTC provides international programs and services for both members and non-members.  For more information, please visit norcalwtc.org.
The Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs’ International Visitors Leadership Program at the U.S. Department of State annually brings approximately 5,200 potential or established leaders to the United States from around the world for professional projects with U.S. peers and for firsthand experience of American society and culture.  More than 320 current and former chiefs of state and heads of government and many other distinguished world leaders in the public and private sectors have participated in the program, which is celebrating its 70th anniversary in 2011.  For more information, go to exchanges.state.gov/ivlp.
Note to media - Contact for sources: Michael Faust, President & CEO, Northern California World Trade Center: 916-321-9115 
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