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NorcalWTC President Returns from a Productive & Ben eficial Trip to D.C.  

Northern California World Trade Center’s President and CEO, Michael Faust, recently returned 
from Washington, D.C., where he participated in the  National Council for International Visitors 
(NCIV) Network DC Program, made possible by a compe titive grant awarded to the 
NorCalWTC.   

Mr. Faust took part in this esteemed program, where  he spent three days meeting with influential 
leaders on Capitol Hill, including meetings with th e U.S. Department of State, the National 
Program Agency and the NCIV National office. 

This trip was extremely productive and provided an interactive dialog that both delivered our 
regional story to the Nations Capital, but also bro ught many lessons back to the NorCalWTC 
organization.  

Through the Network DC program, Mr. Faust was able to build better relationships with the State 
Department and other programming agencies.  These t ype of face-to-face connections help to 
strengthen the NorCalWTC’s flagship International V isitor Leadership Program.  It provided 
detailed insight on how to effectively pursue the m ost relevant delegations to visit our region, 
based on the attributes of the Sacramento area, and  how to promote those attributes 
internationally.   

Expansion of the IVLP and promotion of our region i s critical, as the IVLP benefits the region both 
short term, in travel related expenses and sales ta x generated by the visiting delegations, and 
over the long term.  The IVLP creates worldwide rel ationships and allows for the global exchange 
of lessons and best practices.  Additionally throug h the IVLP, the NorCalWTC helps to raise 
Northern California and the Sacramento regions prof ile on the international stage, creating a 
network of global business and cultural relationshi ps that benefit our region. 

As more people around the world become aware of the  vast resources our region, the more 
international delegates the NorCalWTC can bring to our region to cultivate mutually beneficial 
relationships.  Once known as just an agriculture a nd government town, the greater Sacramento 
region now boasts a melting pot of issues, with a w ide range of socioeconomic, demographic, 
industry, educational and cultural assets that can be shared around the world.  The Network DC 
opportunity demonstrated the importance of sharing and promoting these regional topics to 
help advance the Sacramento region’s national and i nternational significance.   

The Sacramento region boasts a mosaic of issues, in formation, resources which the NorCalWTC 
highlights through the ILVP program.  International  dignitaries come to our region to see and 
learn about the phenomenal resources few have in ma ny different areas.  Some of these areas 
are land use and transportation planning innovation s, water resources and flood protection, in 
addition to thriving and expanding industry cluster s such as clean energy technology, climate 
change legislation, agriculture and the healthcare and biosciences industry, just to name a few.  
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While on the Nations Capital, Mr. Faust took the op portunity to meet with a majority of the 
Sacramento Congressional  delegation and discussed the benefits of increasing federal 
appropriations for soft diplomacy.  He  found a cha mpion in Congresswoman Doris Matsui, who 
is familiar with this program, and is pursuing supp ort of Congressional support for soft diplomacy 
efforts embodied in the IVLP.  As it was expressed to Mr. Faust, IVLP enriches the mutual 
understanding between the United States and countri es across the globe.  Furthermore, this 
program is important as the IVLP is crucial in faci litating important dialogue that strengthens our 
bilateral partnerships and underscores the positive  role the United States plays in the world 
community.    

With the lessons from the Network DC experience in mind, Mr. Faust is focused on expansion in 
2010, as the organization is working towards hostin g a greater number of delegations, with more 
diversity and high ranking participants than in yea rs before.  The NorCalWTC is already focused 
on obtaining more grant funding to raise the profil e of our region to a world stage and is actively 
working to identify available funding streams. Furt hermore, to increase the success of the IVLP 
program, the NorCalWTC plans to proactively continu e the relationships built by Mr. Faust in 
Washington D.C., and stay in regular communication with the State Department.  On the local 
level, the NorCalWTC is exploring ways to facilitat e connecting NorCalWTC members with 
delegates.  NorCalWTC leadership believes creating a more diverse set of opportunities for our 
members is important.    

Overall, the Network DC opportunity was an unique o pportunity to both learn important lesions, 
share our regions story with the world through prom otion of the region.  

 


